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"SERIOUS GAMES'

Creativity gets hands-on tomorrow at Exit Art, the gallery known for its dedication to experimental
projects, Un the hinal day of the exhibit “Renegades.” which celebrates 25 vears of performance
art, the group Trickster Theater will stage “Sernous Games,” a series of interactive installations.
sinee the works are meant o evoke child’s play (albeit Tairly thoughtful child’s play), some are
intentionally whimsical: near the entrance, visitors will encounter Saeri Kiritani, a petite woman in
a traditional wedding kimonao, playving basketball: if vou do a mean lay-up., Feel Tree 1o challenge
her. (In another sports-inspired piece, “Touch and Go,” Jodie Lyn-Kee-Chow, above, lets the
audience choose her swimming lechnique.) Some are more somber, like Rob Andrews’s piece, in
which he, and members of the crowd, undertake the Sisyphean task of refilling a sack of grain
hanging overhead that has sprung a leak. Mr. Andrews quickly, and ereepily. becomes more
interested in the helpers than in the task. And some works hridge the gap between mischief and
profundity. like Ralael Sanches’s “Targel Practice,” which involves people throwing balloons
filled with coal, oil and (fake) diamonds at him, an vnlikely juxtaposition that's intended as a
commentary on the state of contemporary Alnca and the Coney Island boardwalk zame Shoot the
Freak. Just as in an amusement park, all the activities happen simultaneously: visitors can walk
around and cbserve — or engage in — each prece, The idea, said Papo Colo, the troupe’s director
and a co-founder of Exit Art, was to involve the andience directly. “You get bored in performance
artin 10or 15 minutes — we all know that.” he said modestly. “This way, we have the
participation of the public for two and a half hours. In performance art, this is a very long time.”
{Tomorrow from 8 pam. o 10 pom., Bxit Art, 475 10th Avenue, at 36th Streel, 212-966-7745,
exitart.org: 55 suggested donation. ) MELENA RYZIK



